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City 
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 County 
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   Title:                   Improving Literacy Through School Libraries
8. Type of Applicant (Enter appropriate letter in the box.)    | F |

5. Project Director:
Sylvia Smith, Assistant Superintendent _


    Address:
Castle Airport, 3430 A Street                 _

    

Atwater   _    
CA _ 
95301  _  
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State
Zip code 

    Tel. #: (209) 385 -6572 
Fax #: (209) 385-6442



9. State Application Identifier
 _______________________________
     E-Mail Address: ssmith@muhsd.k12.ca.us   

_____________________________________________

Application Information

10. Type of Submission:
13. Are any research activities involving human subjects planned at 
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-Application
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​​___ Yes (Go to 13a.)    _X  No (Go to item 14.)
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      Project CARE  (Creating Academic Reading Excellence)    
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End Date: 

Estimated Funding


Authorized Representative Information



16.  To the best of my knowledge and belief, all data in this preapplication/application are true
15a. Federal 
$    300,000. 00
and correct. The document has been duly authorized by the governing body of the applicant
b. Applicant 
$               0. 00
and the applicant will comply with the attached assurances if the assistance is awarded.
c. State 
$               0. 00
a. Authorized Representative (Please type or print name clearly.)
d. Local
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e. Other
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b. Title: 

Assistant Superintendent, Merced Union High School District     
f. Program Income 
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g. TOTAL
$    300,000. 00
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_____________________________________________________________ Date:  4 /11 / 06  

	IMPROVING LITERACY THROUGH SCHOOL LIBRARIES PROGRAM
APPLICATION FORM

APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY

	The first eligibility criterion is that the applicant must be a Local Educational Agency (LEA), as defined in section 9101 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. Generally, State Educational Agencies (SEAs) designate LEAs for purposes of Federal education programs. Eligible applicants are the following: 

.
Public school districts.
.
Some charter schools. These charter schools must be considered LEAs by their SEAs.
.
Regional Service Agencies in many states are considered LEAs by the SEA. These entities may apply as part of a consortium with eligible LEAs in their service areas.
.
State Administered Schools, such as Schools for the Deaf and the Blind, State Arts Schools, etc., may be eligible to apply if they are considered LEAs by the SEA.

The second eligibility criterion is that the LEA must have at least 20% of its students from families below the poverty line. 

Instructions: Complete the form by filling in the name and address of the eligible applicant in the left column. In the middle column, indicate the type of applicant by checking the appropriate box. Also, write in the percentage of family poverty. In the right column, write in the district's National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) identification number. The list of eligible LEAs and family poverty rates can be found at the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries Program Web site at http://www.ed.gov/programs/lsl  under "eligibility" and the NCES identification number can be found at http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/districtsearch/.

If the applicant is a Regional Service Agency representing more than one district or a consortium of eligible districts, please use the name and address of the fiscal agent on this page, and provide a listing of the additional districts with the family poverty rate and the NCES identification number for each district.  
Not applicable. 

NAME AND ADDRESS OF ELIGIBLE APPLICANT
TYPE OF APPLICANT 

(CHECK ONE)
National Center for Education Statistics (NCES)

identification number
Merced Union High School District

Sylvia Smith, Assistant Supt. 
Castle Airport, 3430 A Street
Atwater, CA   95301
     
Telephone:  209-385-6572
Email:   ssmith@muhsd.k12.ca.us
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Percent Family Poverty Rate:  24.26% 
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ABSTRACT   

Merced County is located in the center of California’s San Joaquin Valley. The applicant, Merced Union High School District (MUHSD), is the largest high school district in Merced County, and operates high schools located in the cities of Merced, Atwater and Livingston.

Merced County is one of America’s most impoverished places. One in three adults lacks a high school diploma; one in five adults have not been educated past the 8th grade. According to a recent report from the Congressional Research Service, this area of California suffered from a higher poverty rate in 2000 than the Appalachian region.   

MUHSD’s family poverty rate is 24.26%. The service area has been noted for its significant ethnic diversity, low educational attainment levels, and insufficient English language and literacy skills. 

The proposed project would benefit 9,631 students at five MUHSD high school campus sites. The project’s goals are to increase access to up to date school library book collections and to improve MUHSD student reading skills. 

	Name of MUHSD  School
	Grade Levels
	Number of Students 2004-2005

	Atwater


	9-12
	1807

	Buhach


	9-12
	1715

	Golden Valley


	9-12
	2417

	Livingston


	9-12
	1123

	Merced


	9-12
	2569

	Total
	
	9631


The project would achieve these goals by procuring books chosen with consideration to the student demographics and reading interests. The project’s success would be measured by reporting: 

· Circulation statistics

· English/ Language Arts first time pass rates of the CA High School Exit Exam

· English/ Language Arts “proficient” or above rates of the CA Standards Test 

Regional Setting   


Merced County is located in the center of California’s San Joaquin Valley (also known as the Central Valley).  The County’s 2000 population of 210,554 is distributed among six incorporated cities: Merced (63,893), Los Banos (25,869), Atwater (23,113), Livingston (10,473), Gustine (4,698) and Dos Palos (4,581). The remaining 77,927 residents are in unincorporated areas. 
	Name of School
	Grade Levels
	# Students 04-05

	Atwater
	9-12
	1807

	Buhach
	9-12
	1715

	Golden Valley
	9-12
	2417

	Livingston
	9-12
	1123

	Merced
	9-12
	2569

	Total
	
	9631


Merced Union High School District (MUHSD) is the largest high school district in the County, and operates schools from campus sites in the cities of Merced, Atwater and Livingston.    


Merced County is part of an eight-county region known as the San Joaquin Valley. According to a recent report from the Congressional Research Service, the Valley has the highest unemployment in the nation, the lowest per capita income, and the highest percentage of people living below the poverty line. The Valley’s poverty rate in 2000 was even higher than the Appalachian region – 20.5% compared to 13.6%. Predictably, the Valley’s public assistance rates are also higher than Appalachia’s. The study was prepared in support of an October 2004 Presidential Executive Order acknowledging the need for more concentrated federal resources in the San Joaquin Valley region. 

Population Growth  

Merced County experienced significant population growth in the past decade, due in part to a new University of California campus in Merced. The Council of Governments projects that between the years 2000 and 2008, Merced’s population will have increased by 37%. In order to meet the demands of this population growth, MUHSD plans to open an additional Merced high school campus in 2010. 

Economic Barriers  


Merced County’s unemployment rate is consistently in the highest five of California’s 58 counties.  A contributing factor to this rate is the importance of agriculture, where there is a substantial amount of seasonal employment. In the year 2005, Merced County’s unemployment rate was 9.8%, in contrast to an overall state unemployment rate of 5.4%.    


Nearly one in four families – 24.26% - is living in poverty (2003 Census Update). According to Children Now, Merced County ranks 4th highest in California’s 58 counties in the percentage of persons under 18 living in poverty.  Schools in the District report that 57.6% of students qualify for free or reduced cost meals.    

Ethnic Diversity   


 Merced County has high levels of ethnic diversity. As of the 2004-2005 school year, MUHSD’s student population was 47% Hispanic, 29% White, 15% Asian, and 9% other. Seventeen percent of the District’s students are English Learners. Low levels of literacy and English proficiency are reflected in District student test scores.  In 2005, 72% of MUHSD 11th graders tested below “proficient” in English and language arts standards.

	Merced Union High School District

California Standards Test Scores

 English / Language Arts



	11th graders scoring below “proficient”
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005

	
	78%
	77%
	74%
	73%
	72%

	California Department of Education, http://star.cde.ca.gov/ 

	Educational Attainment Levels

Merced County

Age 25 & Over



	8th grade or less


	21.6%

	Some high school


	14.6%

	High School graduate


	23.9%

	Some college


	22.0%

	Associates degree


	6.9%

	Bachelors degree


	7.6%

	Post graduate degree


	3.4%

	Source:  2000 US Census   


Educational Attainment Levels    

A high school diploma or GED is a basic requirement for many jobs and entrance into post-secondary education.  One in three adults (36.2%) in Merced County does not have a high school diploma. One in five (21.6%) have not been educated past the eighth grade. 


Many MUHSD students are first generation high school students, and do not have family members at home able to help them with high school level  homework.  
Need for School Library Resources: Acquiring Up to Date Book Collections     

The relationship between reading skills, student achievement, and access to a well equipped library is well documented and discussed further in this proposal.  One gauge of a library’s capacity to serve its community is the rate of spending on libraries per person.  In Merced County, the rate of spending on its public libraries is $6.27 per person, as opposed to an average of $25.37 per person state wide (American Library Association, 2004).   In such a community, the importance of adequate school library resources is even more vital.  

MUHSD provides a library for each of its high school campuses.  Thanks to the passage of the California School Library Act of 1998 (AB 862), both collections and technology have improved over the last years. Unfortunately, the AB 862 initial $28 per pupil allocation for school library improvement declined to $0.70 per pupil in 2004-2005.  

Collection strength varies between schools, but in all cases, the age and quantity of the volumes are far below the California Department of Education’s recommended minimum of 20 volumes per student. MUHSD’s current levels range from 4.13 to 13.97 volumes per student.       

	
	Atwater HS
	Buhach Colony HS
	Golden Valley HS
	Livingston HS
	Merced HS
	Total

	Average age of book collection 


	18
	11
	17
	18
	24
	17

	# Volumes


	25,245
	7,083
	33,075
	13,871
	21,243
	100,517

	# Students 04-05


	1807
	1715
	2417
	1123
	2569
	9631

	Current # Volumes per Student


	13.97
	4.13
	13.68
	12.35
	8.26
	10.43


Needs Discussion: Access to School Library With Advanced Technology; Availability of Trained and Certified Library Media Specialists      

All district schools provide access to advanced technology in their campus libraries. The project budget does not request grant funds for this purpose.  MUHSD used its past AB862 funding for computers, software, audiovisual materials, and other equipment necessary to improve student access to technology. Every MUHSD school library has computers that connect to library catalogs and licensed databases, the internet and the World Wide Web. The libraries subscribe to World Book encyclopedia online, eLibrary, Ethnic News Watch, Social Issues Resource Series (SIRS) Knowledge Source, Follett’s Find-It-All automated card catalog, and others.  These networks are enhanced by availability via each campus school library web page.


Every MUHSD school library is staffed with certified school library media teachers and specialists.  Resumes of the library media specialists are included as attachments. MUHSD budgets funds yearly for the continued professional development of its certified school library staff.  


All the libraries open at least 30 minutes before school, and are open anywhere from 30 minutes to two hours after school ends.  The school library is also open two weeks before school opens, three weeks after school ends, plus six weeks during summer school.  

	
	Atwater HS
	Buhach Colony HS
	Golden Valley HS
	Livingston HS
	Merced HS

	# certified librarians


	1
	1
	1
	1
	1

	# library media technicians


	1
	1
	2
	1
	2

	# hrs per week open for student use


	44.5
	41.25
	47.5
	43.75
	44.5

	# computers total in school library media center
	192
	76
	80
	78
	40


Use of Funds: Overview       


Library Media Specialists conducted the needs assessments upon which this proposal is based.  Such issues as the age of each collection, curriculum needs, the size of each subject component of the collection, and student use rates in each of these areas were evaluated.  The fact that less than half of MUHSD students test “proficient” or above in their reading skills was a determining factor in recommending books for English language learners and reluctant readers. The project budget also reflects considerations toward providing increased curriculum support with history, geography, and social sciences materials.


The requested grant program funds would supplement, not supplant, current funding streams for MUHSD school libraries.  

Use of Funds: Acquiring Up to Date Book Collections      

The average age of library books now on MUHSD school library shelves is 17 years old.  The proposed project would procure 8,021 new books for the five high school campus sites, distributed by student enrollment. Each librarian consulted their Follet “Titlewise” analysis which describes the age of the collection by subject matter. Each librarian chose the proposed project materials for their particular campus based upon student demographics, school curriculum, current collection, usage and need. This distribution is shown in the detailed project budget.   

Discussion: Using Advanced Technology, Incorporated Into School Curriculum; Providing Professional Development; Facilitating Internet Links       

The project budget does not request grant funds for the purpose of advanced technology, providing professional development, or facilitating internet links, as those needs have already been met through other sources. The project’s primary goal is to improve student reading skills by increasing access to more updated book collections.


The funds requested to acquire up to date book collections will complement and enhance other strategies in place to improve student reading skills: 

· Teachers receive intensive training in instructional strategies for standards based instruction, reading across the curriculum, and English Language Learners.  MUHSD builds three professional development days yearly into the school calendar for this purpose. 

· For high school students at the third grade to sixth grade reading levels, the REACH reading intervention is applied to quickly close gaps in reading achievement. 

· For high school students at the sixth to ninth grade reading levels, the Holt Rinehart Winston “Holt Plus” program is designed to close gaps within one year.

· The Accelerated Reader Program software is managed by school librarians, used in tandem with English classes in grades 9 through 11. Each school library has designated Accelerated Reader (AR) books with corresponding comprehension quizzes. Performance on AR quizzes counts as a percentage of a student’s total English grade.  The project budget will increase the number of up to date designated AR volumes.  

Project Meets Purpose of Statute: Improving Student Reading Skills   


The project requests funds to add over 8,000 print volumes to the MUHSD collection. Scientifically based research has found that increasing student access to more up to date collections will improve student reading skills. Circulation statistics and student reading test scores will be reported to quantify the project’s success. 

Project Meets Purpose of Statute: Acquiring Up to Date Book Collections  


The proposed project will increase access to more up to date library materials. The average age of the MUHSD print volume collection is 17 years. The project requests grant funds to acquire over 8,000 new books.  It is important to note that campus collections are shared – a student from one campus may request and borrow a book held at a different campus.  

Project Purpose Discussion: Advanced Technology in the School Library; Availability of Trained and Certified School Library Media Specialists       



Many students in Merced County do not have access to adequate study spaces and tools, or to family members who can help them with their homework.  A library media center with access to computers and qualified media specialists is essential, and MUHSD provides this.  Computers in the MUHSD labs include internet access, productivity software, subscription databases and links to websites that are appropriate and useful to support student needs.



Updating the MUHSD print volume collection is the single most effective way to increase student reading skills.   

Use of Scientifically Based Research      

The role of the school library in student achievement is well documented. Research studies over the past decade have indicated a positive relationship between student achievement and a well-staffed, well-equipped school library (Krashen, 2001).  Scores on standardized reading tests increase when libraries in the school have newer collections (Burgin and Bracy, 2003). 

There is considerable evidence that the amount and quality of students’ access to reading materials relates to the amount of reading they do, which subsequently determines their reading achievement. Where larger collections of books were available, increases in high school student reading test scores have occurred - even in communities with considerable percentages of schoolchildren living in poverty and belonging to racial/ ethnic minority groups (Rodney, Lance and Hamilton-Pennell, 2003). Recent studies of the impact of school libraries have found that the amount of library staffing and the number of books per student were consistent predictors of achievement; in particular, reading scores (Lance, 2004).

Broad Based Involvement and Coordination     


MUHSD is involved in a number of state and federal programs requiring parent and community input. Title I and the English Language Learners program have advisory committees that meet monthly to discuss curriculum and other issues.  Campus Parent Teacher Student Associations have English, Spanish, and Southeast Asian groups, which meet quarterly.  The MUHSD Library Plan establishes a commitment on the part of the campus library media specialists to participate in these advisory committee meetings.  


The Library Plan is annually reviewed and certified by the MUHSD Board of Trustees.  The Library Plan was written in consultation with a 24 member committee formed by the librarians from all campuses, four students, two parents, the librarian from Merced County (Public) Library, a school board member, and two principals.      


To maximize student progress, librarians meet regularly with their respective classroom teachers, principals, and District committees to participate in curriculum development, technology planning, and textbook selection. 

Evaluation of Quality and Impact     

The project design embodies an assessment of MUHSD needs and priorities that were identified by consulting school library media specialists, classroom teachers, parents, students, scientifically based research, area demographics and the District’s Library Plan. 

Over 8,000 new books would be procured for the five high school campus sites, distributed by student enrollment. The books have been chosen for maximum impact upon student test scores and in consideration of the student demographics, including: 

· “high interest” fiction for low reading levels

· Multi-cultural novels by Hispanic and East Indian authors

· Titles recommended for the Accelerated Reader Program

· Foreign language fiction 

The proposed project would increase access to up to date book collections for the 9,631 high school students at five campus sites, as measured by circulation statistics.  The project’s goal is to improve MUHSD student reading skills, as evidenced by English/ Language Arts scores on the California High School Exit Exam and the California Standards Test (see table below). The reading skills of MUHSD students have been gradually increasing, but are far below optimal levels.  In 2005, 72% of MUHSD 11th graders tested below proficient in English and language arts standards.


To evaluate the impact of the project, MUHSD will report the English/ Language Arts test scores of its 10th and 11th graders in 2006 and 2007, as shown below. 

	Criteria


	
	
	
	

	Access to and use of Library Media, as Measured By: 


	2004
	2005
	*2006
	2007

	
	Circulation data- # of materials checked out


	106598
	117109
	75489
	

	Impact Upon Reading Skills, as Measured By:


	
	
	
	

	
	First time pass rates (taken by 10th graders) for the English/ Language Arts portion of the CA High School Exit Exam 


	77%
	79%
	
	

	
	11th graders scoring “proficient” or above, as measured by CA Standards Test Scores in English/ Language Arts


	27%
	28%
	
	

	*as of March 2006 – not a full year



An investment of grant funds in the MUHSD print volume collection will yield increases in  high school student reading skills, especially needed in a region with the nation’s most significant poverty, low educational attainment levels, ethnic diversity, and insufficient English language and literacy skills. 
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	U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

BUDGET INFORMATION

NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS
	OMB Control Number:  1890-0004

	
	
	Expiration Date: in process

	Name of Institution/Organization 

Merced Union High School District, Merced, CA 
	Applicants requesting funding for only one year should complete the column under "Project Year 1."  Applicants requesting funding for multi-year grants should complete all applicable columns.  Please read all instructions before completing form.

	SECTION A - BUDGET SUMMARY

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FUNDS

	Budget Categories
	Project Year 1

(a)
	Project Year 2

(b)
	Project Year 3

(c)
	Project Year 4

(d)
	Project Year 5

(e)
	Total

(f)

	1. Personnel
	0
	
	
	
	
	0

	2. Fringe Benefits
	0
	
	
	
	
	0

	3. Travel
	0
	
	
	
	
	0

	4. Equipment
	0
	
	
	
	
	0

	5. Supplies
	$280,590
	Books
	
	
	
	$280,590

	6. Contractual
	0
	
	
	
	
	0

	7. Construction
	0
	
	
	
	
	0

	8. Other
	0
	
	
	
	
	0

	9. Total Direct Costs (lines 1-8)
	$280,590
	
	
	
	
	$280,590

	10. Indirect Costs
	$19,410
	
	
	
	
	$19,410

	11. Training Stipends
	0
	
	
	
	
	0

	12. Total Costs (lines 9-11)
	$300,000
	
	
	
	
	$300,000


ED Form No. 524

BUDGET NARRATIVE   

	Budget Category 
	Specifics regarding line item
	Federal Funds Requested

	1. Personnel
	N/A 
	0

	2. Fringe Benefits
	N/A
	0

	3. Travel
	N/A
	0

	4. Equipment 
	N/A
	0

	5. Supplies
	
	$280,590

	
	Books
	8,021 total new books
	

	
	
	Atwater High School
	

	
	
	844
	
	40% fiction    @ $25 ea
	$21,101
	

	
	
	395
	
	30% non-fiction (emphasis in science, technology, & social sciences)  @ $40 ea
	$15,825
	

	
	
	263
	
	20% accelerated reading program   @ $40 ea
	$10,550
	

	
	
	131
	
	10% educational media     @ $40 ea
	$5,275
	

	
	
	1633
	
	Subtotal
	$52,751
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Buhach Colony High School
	

	
	
	699
	
	35% fiction    @ $25 ea
	$17,481
	

	
	
	98
	
	25% reference materials  @ $125 ea 
	$12,487
	

	
	
	124
	
	10% literature   @ $40 ea
	$4,994
	

	
	
	249
	
	10% videos   @ $20 ea
	$4,994
	

	
	
	74
	
	6% art   @ $40 ea
	$2,997
	

	
	
	74
	
	6% natural science, philosophy and psychology   @ $40 ea
	$2,997
	

	
	
	62
	
	5% religion    @ $40 ea
	$2,497
	

	
	
	37
	
	3% language   @ $40 ea
	$1,498
	

	
	
	1417
	
	Subtotal
	$49,945
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Golden Valley High School
	

	
	
	350
	
	20% history & literature    @ $40 ea
	$14,030
	

	
	
	350
	
	20% science & technology    @ $40 ea
	$14,030
	

	
	
	145
	
	25% reference materials   @ $125 ea
	$17,537
	

	
	
	613
	
	35% accelerated reading program    @ $40 ea
	$24,551
	

	
	
	1458
	
	Subtotal
	$70,148
	


BUDGET NARRATIVE (continued)   

	
	
	Livingston High School
	

	
	
	393
	
	30% fiction – high interest/ low reading level    @ $25 ea
	$9,849
	

	
	
	262
	
	20% fiction – multicultural novels, particularly Hispanic & East Indian authors  @ $25 ea
	$6,566
	

	
	
	123
	
	15% social sciences (politics, education & social problems)   @ $40 ea
	$4,924
	

	
	
	123
	
	15% fine and decorative arts (art history, painting and drawing, photography, dance)  @ $40 ea 
	$4,924
	

	
	
	164
	
	20% geography & history, particularly U.S. history, history of WW II, and world geography   @ $40 ea
	$6,566
	

	
	
	1065
	
	Subtotal
	$32,829
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Merced High School
	

	
	
	1258
	
	42% fiction    @ $25 ea
	$31,466
	

	
	
	299
	
	10% fiction – high interest/ low reading level    @ $25 ea
	$7,492
	

	
	
	149
	
	5% fiction for extremely low level readers          @ $25 ea
	$3,746
	

	
	
	42
	
	2% fiction in foreign language          @ $35 ea
	$1,499
	

	
	
	93
	
	5% literature & poetry      @ $40 ea 
	$3,746
	

	
	
	112
	
	6% social sciences     @ $40 ea
	$4,496
	

	
	
	131
	
	7% natural sciences    @ $40 ea
	$5,244
	

	
	
	56
	
	3% religion & philosophy    @ $40 ea
	$2,247
	

	
	
	93
	
	5% biography   @ $40 ea
	$3,745
	

	
	
	112
	
	6% history     @ 40 ea
	$4,495
	

	
	
	18
	
	1% technology     @ $40 ea
	$749
	

	
	
	29
	
	5% reference   @ $125 ea 
	$3,745
	

	
	
	56
	
	3% arts   @ $40 ea
	$2,247
	

	
	
	2448
	
	Subtotal
	$74,917
	

	
	
	
	


BUDGET NARRATIVE (continued)   

	
	
	
	

	
	Actual supplies
	Est cost of supplies for project year
	Total cost

	6. Contractual
	NA
	0

	7. Construction
	NA
	0

	8. Other
	NA
	0

	9. Total Direct Costs
	Sum of 1-8
	$280,590

	10. Indirect Costs
	MUHSD’s restricted indirect cost rate is 6.47%  
	$19,410

	11. Training Stipends
	NA
	0

	12. Total Costs
	Sum of Items 9 & 10 
	$300,000


RESUMES OF PROJECT DIRECTORS: Certified School Librarians  

	Librarian,

Atwater High School
	Annette Chiara

	
	

	Education
	MA, Humboldt State University

	
	BA, Humboldt State University

	
	Library Media Credential, Sacramento State University

	
	

	Training
	Follett systems

	
	California School Library Association Annual State Conferences

	
	

	Memberships
	California School Library Association

	
	California Teachers Association

	
	

	Experience
	6 yrs
	Librarian, Atwater High School

	
	31 years
	Teacher, Atwater High School 


	Librarian, 

Buhach Colony High School
	Joyce Kidwiler

	
	

	Education
	BS, University of Nebraska, Omaha

	
	MA in Education – Library Media Teacher, Fresno Pacific College

	
	Single Subject Clear Teaching Credential in Business

	
	Professional Clear Credential – Library Media Teacher

	
	

	Training
	Follett systems

	
	California School Library Association Annual State Conferences

	
	

	Memberships
	California School Library Association

	
	California Teachers Association

	
	

	Experience
	4 years
	high school teacher

	
	23 years
	Library media teacher, high school

	
	1 year
	Mentor teacher


RESUMES OF PROJECT DIRECTORS: Certified School Librarians  

	Librarian, Golden Valley High School
	Lori Kale 

	
	

	Education
	BA, Life Science

	
	MA pending, Library Science

	
	School Library Credential K-12

	
	Standard Teaching Credential – Life Science

	
	

	Experience
	10 years
	High school teacher, Atwater High School

	
	1 year
	School librarian, Golden Valley High School 

	
	


	Librarian, 

Livingston High School
	Tony Doyle

	
	

	Education
	BA – Spanish, University of Texas at Austin

	
	MA – Library and Information Science, San Jose State University 

	
	Single Subject Credential - Spanish

	
	Credential – Library Media Services

	
	

	Training
	Follet systems

	
	California School Library Association Annual State Conferences

	
	Reading Renaissance Conference, 2000 

	
	Accelerated Reader Program Workshops (Presenter)

	
	Software Tools for Windows Computers (Presenter) 

	
	Providing Technology Training to Teachers (Presenter) 

	
	

	Memberships
	American Library Association

	
	Young Adult Library Service Association

	
	American Association of School Librarians

	
	California School Library Association 

	
	

	Experience
	9 years
	Librarian 

	
	17 years
	Library Technician 

	
	
	


RESUMES OF PROJECT DIRECTORS: Certified School Librarians  

	Librarian, 

Merced High School
	Nancy Golz

	
	

	Education
	MA – Library and Information Science, Clarion University, Pennsylvania 

	
	BA – English and German, Fresno Pacific University

	
	Library Media Services credential – California State University Sacramento 

	
	

	Training
	Follet systems

	
	California School Library Association Annual State Conferences

	
	California School Library Media Annual Conference 

	
	Library Leaders Annual Conference, hosted by Fresno Pacific University

	
	

	Memberships 
	American Library Association

	
	California School Library Association

	
	

	Experience
	5 yrs
	Librarian, Merced High School

	
	1 yr
	Elementary School Librarian

	
	5 yrs
	Community College Librarian

	
	1 yr
	Librarian, California State University Stanislaus 

	
	
	


Narrative Statement of Equitable Access

General Education Provisions Act (GEPA) 427    

As previously described, Merced County is extremely ethnically diverse.  One in three (32%) of its students do not speak English as their first language.  The English learners in the district speak languages ranging from Spanish to the Southeast Asian languages of Hmong, Mien and Lao, to Punjabi.  Some schools in the district may vary widely in concentrations of ethnicities and languages. 

One such example is Livingston High School.  50 of the District’s 64 Punjabi students attend Livingston High School.  Approximately 10 years ago, Livingston attracted national attention when a lengthy court battle, eventually taken to the U.S. Supreme Court, allowed Sikh/ East Indian children the right to bring knives (kirpans) to school, if certain safety precautions are followed. 

The District’s Library Plan addresses potential barriers of its users by providing resources in a variety of formats and languages.  The Plan also ensures access to those with disabilities. 

The proposed project mitigates barriers to equitable access by including books of other languages, such as Hispanic and East Indian authors.     
The MUHSD Library Plan used MUHSD Board Policy 6215 as its vision statement:  “The library should be the center of the diverse learning community that is the school. All members of the learning community – students, teachers, administrators, and parents…  should not be limited by time, place, age, occupation, cultural boundaries, or disciplinary borders, but instead be linked by interest, need, and mutual respect, and a growing array of telecommunication technology”. 

CERTIFICATIONS AND ASSURANCES   

 TC "Certifications" \l 2 \n CERTIFICATIONS REGARDING LOBBYING; DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION AND OTHER 
RESPONSIBILITY MATTERS; AND DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE REQUIREMENTS  TC "ED 80-0013" \l 3 \n 
Applicants should refer to the regulations cited below to determine the certification to which they are required to attest.  Applicants should also review the instructions for certification included in the regulations before completing this form.  Signature of this form provides for compliance with certification requirements under 34 CFR Part 82, "New Restrictions on Lobbying," and 34 CFR Part 85, "Government-wide Debarment and Suspension (Nonprocurement) and Government-wide Requirements for Drug-Free Workplace (Grants)."  The certifications shall be treated as a material representation of fact upon which reliance will be placed when the Department of Education determines to award the covered transaction, grant, or cooperative agreement.


1.  LOBBYING
As required by Section 1352, Title 31 of the U.S. Code, and implemented at 34 CFR Part 82, for persons entering into a grant or cooperative agreement over $100,000, as defined at 34 CFR Part 82, Sections 82.105 and 82.110, the applicant certifies that:

(a) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the making of any Federal grant, the entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any Federal grant or cooperative agreement;

(b) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal grant or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form - LLL, "Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying," in accordance with its instructions;

(c) The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents for all subawards at all tiers (including subgrants, contracts under grants and cooperative agreements, and subcontracts) and that all subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly.


2.  DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION, AND OTHER RESPONSIBILITY MATTERS
As required by Executive Order 12549, Debarment and Suspension, and implemented at 34 CFR Part 85, for prospective participants in primary covered transactions, as defined at 34 CFR Part 85, Sections 85.105 and 85.110--

A.  The applicant certifies that it and its principals:

(a) Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from covered transactions by any Federal department or agency; 

(b) Have not within a three-year period preceding this application been convicted of or had a civil judgement rendered against them for commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a public (Federal, State, or local) transaction or contract under a public transaction; violation of Federal or State antitrust statutes or commission of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false statements, or receiving stolen property;

(c) Are not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a governmental entity (Federal, State, or local) with commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph (2)(b) of this certification; and 

(d) Have not within a three-year period preceding this application had one or more public transaction (Federal, State, or local) terminated for cause or default; and 

B.  Where the applicant is unable to certify to any of the statements in this certification, he or she shall attach an 

explanation to this application.


3.  DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE

 (GRANTEES OTHER THAN INDIVIDUALS)
As required by the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988, and implemented at 34 CFR Part 85, Subpart F, for grantees, as defined at 34 CFR Part 85, Sections 85.605 and 85.610 - 

A.  The applicant certifies that it will or will continue to provide a drug-free workplace by:

(a) Publishing a statement notifying employees that the unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensing, possession, or use of a controlled substance is prohibited in the grantee's workplace and specifying the actions that will be taken against employees for violation of such prohibition; 

(b) Establishing an on-going drug-free awareness program to inform employees about:

(1) The dangers of drug abuse in the workplace;

(2) The grantee's policy of maintaining a drug-free workplace;

(3) Any available drug counseling, rehabilitation, and employee assistance programs; and

(4) The penalties that may be imposed upon employees for drug abuse violations occurring in the workplace;

(c) Making it a requirement that each employee to be engaged in the performance of the grant be given a copy of the statement required by paragraph (a);

(d) Notifying the employee in the statement required by paragraph (a) that, as a condition of employment under the grant, the employee will: 

(1) Abide by the terms of the statement; and 

(2) Notify the employer in writing of his or her conviction for a violation of a criminal drug statute occurring in the workplace no later than five calendar days after such conviction;

(e) Notifying the agency, in writing, within 10 calendar days after receiving notice under subparagraph (d)(2) from an employee or otherwise receiving actual notice of such conviction.  Employers of convicted employees must provide notice, including position title, to: Director, Grants Policy and Oversight Staff, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, S.W. (Room 3652, GSA Regional Office Building No. 

3), Washington, DC 20202-4248.  Notice shall include the identification number(s) of each affected grant;

(f) Taking one of the following actions, within 30 calendar days of receiving notice under subparagraph (d)(2), with respect to any employee who is so convicted:

(1) Taking appropriate personnel action against such an employee, up to and including termination, consistent with the requirements of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; or

(2) Requiring such employee to participate satisfactorily in a drug abuse assistance or rehabilitation program approved for such purposes by a Federal, State, or local health, law enforcement, or other appropriate agency;

(g) Making a good faith effort to continue to maintain a 

drug-free workplace through implementation of paragraphs

 (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), and (f).

B. The grantee may insert in the space provided below the site(s) for the performance of work done in connection with the specific grant:

Place of Performance (Street address. city, county, state, zip code)

Atwater High School, 2201 Fruitland Avenue, Atwater, CA 95301 

Buhach Colony High School, 1800 Buhach Road, Atwater, CA  95301  

Golden Valley High School, 2121 East Childs Avenue, Merced, CA 95340

Livingston High School, 1617 Main Street, Livingston, CA  95334  

Merced High School, 205 West Olive Avenue, Merced, CA  95340  


Check  [  ]  if there are workplaces on file that are not identified  here.


DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE 

(GRANTEES WHO ARE INDIVIDUALS)
As required by the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988, and implemented at 34 CFR Part 85, Subpart F, for grantees, as 

defined at 34 CFR Part 85, Sections 85.605 and 85.610-

A.  As a condition of the grant, I certify that I will not engage in the unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensing, possession, or use of a controlled substance in conducting any activity with the grant; and 

B.  If convicted of a criminal drug offense resulting from a violation occurring during the conduct of any grant activity, I will report the conviction, in writing, within 10 calendar days of the conviction, to: Director, Grants Policy and Oversight Staff, Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, S.W. (Room 3652, GSA Regional Office Building No. 3), Washington, DC 20202-4248.  Notice shall include the identification number(s) of each affected grant. 


As the duly authorized representative of the applicant, I hereby certify that the applicant will comply with the above certifications.

	NAME OF APPLICANT                                                                              PR/AWARD NUMBER AND / OR PROJECT NAME

Merced Union High School District 

	PRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

Sylvia Smith, Assistant Superintendent 

	SIGNATURE                                                                                                  DATE

                                                                                                                       April 11, 2006


ED 80-0013










12/98


 TC "ED 80-0014" \l 3 \n Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and PRIVATE 

Voluntary Exclusion -- Lower Tier Covered Transactions


This certification is required by the Department of Education regulations implementing Executive Order 12549, Debarment and  Suspension, 34 CFR Part 85, for all lower tier transactions meeting the threshold and tier requirements stated at Section 85.110.

Instructions for Certification

1.  By signing and submitting this proposal, the prospective lower tier participant is providing the certification set out below.

2.  The certification in this clause is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was entered into.  If it is later determined that the prospective lower tier participant knowingly rendered an erroneous certification, in addition to other remedies available to the Federal Government, the department or agency with which this transaction originated may pursue available remedies, including suspension and/or debarment.

3.  The prospective lower tier participant shall provide immediate written notice to the person to which this proposal is submitted if at any time the prospective lower tier participant learns that its certification was erroneous when submitted or has become erroneous by reason of changed circumstances.

4.  The terms "covered transaction," "debarred," "suspended," "ineligible," "lower tier covered transaction," "participant," " person," "primary covered transaction," " principal," "proposal," and "voluntarily excluded," as used in this clause, have the meanings set out in the Definitions and Coverage sections of rules implementing Executive Order 12549.  You may contact the person to which this proposal is submitted for assistance in obtaining a copy of those regulations.

5.  The prospective lower tier participant agrees by submitting this proposal that, should the proposed covered transaction be entered into, it shall not knowingly enter into any lower tier covered transaction with a person who is debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this covered transaction, unless authorized by the department or agency with which this transaction originated.

6.  The prospective lower tier participant further agrees by submitting this proposal that it will include the clause titled "Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility, and Voluntary Exclusion-Lower Tier Covered Transactions,"without modification, in all lower tier covered transactions and in all solicitations for lower tier covered transactions.

7.  A participant in a covered transaction may rely upon a certification of a prospective participant in a lower tier covered transaction that it is not debarred, suspended, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from the covered transaction, unless it knows that the certification is erroneous.  A participant may decide the method and frequency by which it determines the eligibility of its principals.  Each participant may but is not required to, check the Nonprocurement List.

8.  Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be construed to require establishment of a system of records in order to render in good faith the certification required by this clause.  The knowledge and information of a participant is not required to exceed that which is normally possessed by a prudent person in the ordinary course of business dealings.

9.  Except for transactions authorized under paragraph 5 of these instructions, if a participant in a covered transaction knowingly enters into a lower tier covered transaction with a person who is suspended, debarred, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction, in addition to other remedies available to the Federal Government, the department or agency with which this transaction originated may pursue available remedies, including suspension and/or debarment.


Certification
(1)
The prospective lower tier participant certifies, by submission of this proposal, that neither it nor its principals are presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction by any Federal department or agency.

(2)
Where the prospective lower tier participant is unable to certify to any of the statements in this certification, such prospective participant shall attach an explanation to this proposal. 

	PRIVATE 
NAME OF APPLICANT                                                                                                    PR/AWARD NUMBER AND/OR PROJECT NAME

Merced Union High School District, Merced, CA 

	PRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

Sylvia Smith, Assistant Superintendent

	SIGNATURE                                                                                                                   DATE

                                                                                                                                         April 11, 2006 


ED 80-0014, 9/90 (Replaces GCS-009 (REV.12/88), which is obsolete)                                                                                                                               


OMB Approval No. 0348-0040

 TC "Assurance – Non-Construction Programs" \l 2 \n ASSURANCES - NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 15 minutes per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0348-0040), Washington, DC 20503

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET.  SEND IT TO THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY.


Note: 
Certain of these assurances may not be applicable to your project or program. If you have questions, please contact the awarding agency. Further, certain Federal awarding agencies may require applicants to certify to additional assurances. If such is the case, you will be notified.  

As the duly authorized representative of the applicant I certify that the applicant:

1.
Has the legal authority to apply for Federal assistance, and the institutional, managerial and financial capability (including funds sufficient to pay the non-Federal share of project cost) to ensure proper planning, management, and completion of the project described in this application.

2.
Will give the awarding agency, the Comptroller General of the United States, and if appropriate, the State, through any authorized representative, access to and the right to examine all records, books, papers, or documents related to the award; and will establish a proper accounting system in accordance with generally accepted accounting standards or agency directives.

3.
Will establish safeguards to prohibit employees from using their positions for a purpose that constitutes or presents the appearance of personal or organizational conflict of interest, or personal gain.

4.
Will initiate and complete the work within the applicable time frame after receipt of approval of the awarding agency.

5.
Will comply with the Intergovernmental Personnel Act of 1970 (42 U.S.C. §§4728-4763) relating to prescribed standards for merit systems for programs funded under one of the 19 statutes or regulations specified in Appendix A of OPM's Standards for a Merit System of Personnel Administration (5 C.F.R. 900, Subpart F).

6.
Will comply with all Federal statutes relating to nondiscrimination. These include but are not limited to: (a) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L. 88-352) which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color or national origin; (b) Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, as amended (20 U.S.C. §§1681-1683, and 1685-1686), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex; (c) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended (29 U.S.C. §794), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicaps; (d) the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended (42 U.S.C. §§6101-6107), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of age; (e) the Drug Abuse Office and Treatment Act of 1972 (P.L. 92-255), as amended, relating to nondiscrimination on the basis of drug abuse; (f) the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-616), as amended, relating to nondiscrimination on the basis of alcohol abuse or alcoholism; (g) §§ 523 and 527 of the Public Health Service Act of 1912 (42 U.S.C. §§ 290 dd-3 and 290 ee 3), as amended, relating to confidentiality of alcohol and drug abuse patient records; (h) Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. § 3601 et seq.), as amended, relating to nondiscrimination in the sale, rental or financing of housing; (i) any other nondiscrimination provisions in the specific statute(s) under which application for Federal assistance is being made; and (j) the requirements of any other nondiscrimination statute(s) which may apply to the application.

7.
Will comply, or has already complied, with the requirements of Titles II and III of the uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-646) which provide for fair and equitable treatment of persons displaced or whose property is acquired as a result of Federal or federally assisted programs. These requirements apply to all interests in real property acquired for project purposes regardless of Federal participation in purchases.

8.
Will comply, as applicable, with the provisions of the Hatch Act (5 U.S.C. §§1501-1508 and 7324-7328) which limit the political activities of employees whose principal employment activities are funded in whole or in part with Federal funds.

9.
Will comply, as applicable, with the provisions of the Davis-Bacon Act (40 U.S.C. §§ 276a to 276a-7), the Copeland Act (40 U.S.C. § 276c and 18 U.S.C. §§ 874) and the Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act (40 U.S.C. §§ 327-333), regarding labor standards for federally assisted construction subagreements.

10.
Will comply, if applicable, with flood insurance purchase requirements of Section 102(a) of the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973 (P.L. 93-234) which requires recipients in a special flood hazard area to participate in the program and to purchase flood insurance if the total cost of insurable construction and acquisition is  $10,000 or more.

11.
Will comply with environmental standards which may be prescribed pursuant to the following: (a) institution of environmental quality control measures under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (P.L. 91-190) and Executive Order (EO) 11514; (b) notification of violating facilities pursuant to EO 11738; (c) protection of wetlands pursuant to EO 11990; (d) evaluation of flood hazards in floodplains in accordance with EO 11988; (e) assurance of project consistency with the approved State management program developed under the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. §§ 1451 et seq.); (f) conformity of  Federal actions to State (Clear Air) Implementation Plans  under Section 176(c) of the Clear Air Act of 1955, as  amended (42 U.S.C. §§ 7401 et seq.); (g) protection of  underground sources of drinking water under the Safe  Drinking Water Act of 1974, as amended, (P.L. 93-523); and  (h) protection of endangered species under the Endangered  Species Act of 1973, as amended, (P.L. 93-205).

12
Will comply with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968  (16 U.S.C. §§ 1721 et seq.) related to protecting  components or potential components of the national wild and scenic rivers system.

13.
Will assist the awarding agency in assuring compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. § 470), EO 11593 (identification and protection of historic properties), and the Archaeological and Historic Preservation Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. §§ 469a-1 et seq.).

14.
Will comply with P.L. 93-348 regarding the protection of human subjects involved in research, development, and  related activities supported by this award of assistance. 

15.
Will comply with the Laboratory Animal Welfare Act of 1966 (P.L. 89-544, as amended, 7 U.S.C. §§ 2131 et seq.) pertaining to the care, handling, and treatment of warm blooded animals held for research, teaching, or other activities supported by this award of assistance.

16.
Will comply with the Lead-Based Paint Poisoning Prevention Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 4801 et seq.) which prohibits the use of lead- based paint in construction or rehabilitation of residence structures.

17.
Will cause to be performed the required financial and compliance audits in accordance with the Single Audit Act Amendments of 1996 and OMB Circular No. A-133, "Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations."

18.
Will comply with all applicable requirements of all other Federal laws, executive orders, regulations and policies governing this program.

	SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED CERTIFYING OFFICIAL

 
	TITLE

Assistant Superintendent 

	APPLICANT ORGANIZATION

Merced Union High School District, Merced, CA 


	DATE SUBMITTED

April 11, 2006



Standard Form 424B (Rev. 7-97) Back

Approved by OMB

0348-0046

 TC "Disclosure of Lobbying Activities" \l 2 \n Disclosure of Lobbying Activities

Complete this form to disclose lobbying activities pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1352

(See reverse for public burden disclosure)

	1. Type of Federal Action:

             a. contract

  b __    b. grant

             c. cooperative agreement

             d. loan

             e. loan guarantee

             f. loan insurance        
	2. Status of Federal Action:

                a. bid/offer/application

  _a ___    b. initial award

                c. post-award     
	3. Report Type:

              a. initial filing

 _a  __   b. material change

For material change only:

Year _______  quarter _______

Date of last report___________
   

	4. Name and Address of Reporting Entity:

   X _ Prime       _____ Subawardee 

                                  Tier______, if  Known:                              

Merced Union High School District

Castle Airport, 3430 A Street

Atwater, CA  95301 

        Congressional District, if known:   18
	5. If Reporting Entity in No. 4 is Subawardee, Enter Name and Address of Prime:
N/A 

        Congressional District, if known:

	6. Federal Department/Agency:

Department of Education  
	7.  Federal Program Name/Description:

Improving Literacy Through School Libraries Grant

CFDA Number, if applicable:  84.364A ____



	8.  Federal Action Number, if known:
	9.  Award Amount, if known:

$

	10.  a. Name and Address of Lobbying Registrant
    (if individual, last name, first name, MI):

Not applicable. 

No lobbying has been secured. 
	b.  Individuals Performing Services (including address if  different from No. 10a)     (last name, first name, MI):
No lobbying is being performed. 

	11.  Information requested through this form is authorized by title 31 U.S.C. section 1352.  This disclosure of lobbying activities is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed by the tier above when this transaction was made or entered into. This disclosure is required pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1352. This information will be reported to the Congress semi-annually and will be available for public inspection. Any person who fails to file the required disclosure shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.
	Signature: __________________________________

Print Name:   Sylvia Smith   ___________________

Title:              Assistant Superintendent                         
Telephone No.: (209) 385-6572   Date:  4-11-06   

	Federal Use Only
	Authorized for Local Reproduction

Standard Form - LLL (Rev. 7-97)








A - State	     F - Independent School District 


B - Local 	     G - Public College or University


C - Special District	     H - Private, Non-profit College or University


D - Indian Tribe 	     I - Non-profit Organization


E - Individual  	     J - Private, Profit-Making Organization





K - Other (Specify): ______________________________________


 














Form Approved 


OMB No. 1890-0017


Exp. OMB Approved


OMB No. 1875-0106


Exp. 06/30/2001





OMB No. 1875-0106


Exp. 06/30/2001
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