Rio Grande Educational Collaborative


Program Abstract: The Rio Grande Educational Collaborative (RGEC), in partnership with NASA, the South Valley Public Library, the Los Padillas Community Center, Albuquerque Public Schools, and the Albuquerque Technical Vocational Institute (T-VI), is proposing to establish a region-wide Explorers: Community Technology Centers (E-CTC) program that will provide disadvantaged and impoverished children and families of Bernalillo County (New Mexico) and the encompassed Isleta Pueblo (tribal reservation) with free and ongoing access to information technology and innovative technology-based training opportunities. (Absolute Priority) The E-CTC program will operate as a vehicle for raising academic achievement, academic enrichment in math and sciences, literacy, college and career readiness, technology proficiency, self-sufficiency, and the quality of life for target area adults and families as well as for disadvantaged secondary school age students who attend our many “School Improvement” Title I high schools that have not met measures of adequate yearly progress for more than 2 years. (Competitive Priority) The proposed E-CTC program will specifically target its services towards the many high-risk children and families of central New Mexico’s key “poverty pocket” areas. These areas are known as: (Isleta Pueblo Reservation (65% poverty, 97% Native American, 66% English language learner population),(Albuquerque South Valley (80% poverty, 85% Hispanic/Mexican immigrant, 65% English language limited resident population), and (South Valley Mesa (80% poverty, 90% Hispanic/Mexican immigrant, 73% English language limited resident population). Within these areas are three impoverished, low performing charter and public high schools whose students will participate in the E-CTC program. Due to the poor academic performance rates of the three schools, it is undeniable that the targeted students of these schools are among the lowest performing in the state due to the fact that they continually fail to achieve proficiency on state academic assessments required by the New Mexico Department of Education. Through the development of three unique and strategically-located explorer technology centers, RGEC and its partnering agencies will establish an infrastructure to support our many disadvantaged children and families to break out of the cycles of poverty and illiteracy that plague and prevent the targeted communities from thriving. Specifically, three long-time community partners of RGEC (the Los Padillas Community Center, T-VI, and the South Valley Library) have each agreed to donate a large physical portion of their existing community service facilities to host an E-CTC technology program at their sites, for a total of three centers. These community facilities currently provide a variety of activities and resources for their respective “poverty pocket” communities, which include book lending libraries, prevention education for children, recreational activities, as well as arts and crafts learning workshops which target mostly younger, elementary school age children and their families. The E-CTC program will enable these facilities to expand technology access and structured learning and enrichment activities for the currently under-served high school age student population. Each of the expanded E-CTC centers will host at least 30 mobile lab computers loaded with scientifically-based instructional, adaptive, and thin-client technology as well as the NASA “Cave” virtual exploratories that will be open and supervised for six days a week, between 10:00AM and 10:00PM.  Each of these centers will adopt a comprehensive E-CTC service system which will provide a minimum of 5,600 target area residents with first-time access to technology as well as the following free training opportunities that will be offered in small group, workshop environments: basic adult literacy and ESL; technology-based adult education courses; family literacy activities; computerized GED and test preparation; keyboarding; after school technology-based tutorial and enrichment opportunities; career development and job preparation assistance; small business development support; computer hardware training; and computer software training. RGEC and its partners anticipate a variety of positive outcomes from the proposed program that include a significant improvement in student performance levels (higher test scores and improved classroom grades) as well as improved employment and literacy rates among the target community residents. The E-CTC program is inclusive of a comprehensive evaluation component in which scientific findings will help to continually improve upon its best practices and justify the continuation and replication of the program throughout the central New Mexico region and beyond the federal grant funding cycle. E-CTC is built upon the scientifically-validated best practices of academic reform, enrichment interventions, and educational research in order to improve upon the academic skills, life skills, and literacy of each participant and his/her family. In essence, our philosophy is that it takes a sharp mind, a literate and well functioning family system, as well as a community and network of support to raise achievement so that…No New Mexico Child is Left Behind!
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