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Service is the rent we pay for living.

It is the very purpose of life…

and not something we do

in our spare time.

MARIAN WRIGHT EDELMAN

     Healthy Start State Charter School District, in co-application with New Creations Community Development Corporation, proposes to operate a region-wide school-based mentoring program, entitled SMART, that will serve 150 4th-8th grade African American children of 4 state charter schools who are among the poorest performing in the state and nation. 

Alarming student risk factors include:

· POVERTY 

95% poverty rate among target students

· ACADEMIC FAILURE 
50% are under-proficient in math and/or reading

· DELINQUENCY 

Escalating student dropout, truancy, violence, and gang membership rates

    As our schools serves a student population of 93% African American children, we have joined forces with North Carolina minority leaders, inner-city Big Brothers/Big Sisters, historically black colleges, and black churches and CBO’s to support the deployment of this urgent initiative. Our network has more than 60 years combined experience in the prevention, mentoring, and educational services field. 

     Together, we will combat student risk factors by matching 150 high-needs children, one-to-one, with a screened and trained mentor leader. Matches will meet weekly for 1+ hour during an academic-focused afterschool program period on each campus (following the BB/BS scientifically-based model). 

     Outcomes we will achieve include improved academics, school attendance, and reduced delinquency, drug use, and gang involvement.
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Love and friendship cure people; both the ones who give them
and the ones who receive them. ~ Dr. Karl Ménage 


